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GENTLEMEN, 
| 7 HAD determin'd the pub- 
185 lication of the following 
4 ſermon, before I receiv d 
the leaſt intimation it wou d 
be agteeable to you. But tis with 
A 2 the 
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the. greater pleaſure that I do it at the 


requeſt of the worſhipful the mayor, 


in conformity to your ſentiments 
not only for the honour you have 


conferr d on me hereby, but alſo the 
juſt occaſion it has given me of pub- 
liſhing the grateful ſenſe you have of 


the late act paſs d in your favour. 


THE weak inſinuation, that the 
Government were oblig d to build 


you a church, becauſe you pay the 


coal duty in an equal proportion 
with the city of London (which has 
been induftrioully ſpread, on purpoſe 
to ecliple the royal bounty, and de- 
tract from the merit of thoſe gentle- 
men who were the great inſtru- 


ments of procuring it) I am per- 
ſuaded has had no ill effect upon 


you. Or was it poſſible that any 


of you cou'd be miſled by it, (which 
1 by no means ſuſpect) JI wou d re- 


fer 


"RN 


LY ] 
fer you to the worſhiptul the mayor, 
who has been converſant with every 
circumſtance relating to the affair, 
and diſcharg d the truſt you ſo lau- 
dably repos d in him with the great- 


eſt honour and ſucceſs. 


Hz is throughly appriz d of the 


peculiar generoſity of the act, and 


will on all occaſions confeſs it; and 
I doubt not you, who have boi lo 
forward to aſſiſt him, in conjunc- 
tion with the pariſh, will be as rea- 


3 | dy ro teſtify the obligations you are 


under to him, by whoſe induſtry, 


and care to put your application 


in a right PRE, you ſo happily 


ſucceeded. 


THAT you may never want the 


like favour, and yet always obtain 


what you want, continue to diſtin- 
guiſh yourſelves by the ſteadieſt 
loyalty 


(vi ] 
loyalty to your Prince, his moſt 
excellent majeſty king GEORG E, 
and duty to his royal conſort, our 
moſt gracious queen CAROLIN E, 
and be ever diſtinguiſh'd by them, 
18 the n deſire of, 


| 

| 

i 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Gentlemen, 
Your moſt fincere 


bumble ſervant, 


FF OOO 
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James How. 


— 


— hom = 
2 22 p ' [ fi \\ = 
2 r N by lk = = 
- L= $0 4 = 


> I 
8 


LUK y 


LUKE: VI. 5. 


For be loveth our nation, and he 
I hath built us a ſynagogue. 


PUR bleſſed Saviour having fi- 
niſh'd his moſt excellent diſ- 
courſe in the preceding chapter, 
went down towards Capernaum, 
and as he was entring into the 
city, there met him ſeveral of the elders 
of the Fews, (i. e.) of the principal men 
of the town, to deſire him to heal an 
eminent centurion's ſervant, then very dan- 
gerouſly ill; for the centurion had heard 
the fame of Teſuss miracles, and the ſer- 
vant that was ſick was one he greatly 
valu'd, for which reaſon, he ſent men of 
the beſt repute to pray the favour of 
bim: When therefore theſe men met Je- 
ſus, they earneſtly preſſed him, ſaying, the 


Ccentu- 


($8) 


centurion who defired this favour of him 
was a very worthy perſon, not only dig- 
nified by a conſiderable poſt of command 
and authority amongſt them, but a very 
pious and devout man, and tho a Romar 
and a ſoldier, one that had a great vene- 
ration for their country and Ml for 


he had built them a fynagogue. 


WHAT I intend to diſcourſe on more 
particularly, is the character here given of 
the centurion, that he was a lover of their 
country, which was very conſpicuous by 
a remarkable act of goodneſs. and gene- 
roſity to them, in building them a ſyna- 
gogue. For he loveth our nation, and there- 


fore he hath built us a ſynagogue. 


Bur firſt it will be neceſſary to ſhew 
what is meant by ſynagogue, on which 
the main ſtreſs of the proof lies; by which 
it will appear, he bore not only a com- 
mon concern and reſpect for their nation, 
but that he had a particular affection for 
it, eſpecially for their religious liberties, the 
moſt valuable privileges of any nation; that 
he had, in ſhort, the intereſt both of church 
and ſtate very much at heart. 


Ax p here I muſt obſerve, that the word 
ſynagogue is from the Greek, which ſignifies 


to gather together, and it 1s applicable - 
a 
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(9) 
all things whereof there may be a col- 


lection; but more particularly and com- 
monly it is meant of places dedicated to 
the worſhip of God, wherein it was law- 
ful to pray, preach and diſpute, but not 
to ſacrifice. Amongſt the Hebrews it was 
called the houſe of aſſembly. The tem- 
ple at Feruſalem was the cathedral-church ; 
the ſynagogues were petty pariſh-churches 
belonging to it ; of which there was a 
great number, not only, tho more eſpe- 
cially, at Feruſalem, their capital, but in 
other cities and provinces, Galilee, Da- 
maſeus, Salamis, Antiochia, which are par- 
ticularly mention'd in the New Teſta- 
ment. 


Ir is not material to fix the time when 
theſe ſynagogues were firſt erected. God- 
wyn thinks it probable they began when 
the tribes were ſettled in the promis'd 
land ; the temple being then too far diſtant 
from thoſe who dwelt in remote places, 
tis likely they repaired to theſe ſynagogues: 
"Tis certain they are very antient, were in 
David's time, and Moſes of old had in 
every city them that preach'd him, being 
read in the ſynagogues every ſabbath day. 
They were built to worſhip in, for the 
more convenient attendance on divine ſer- 
vice. Of this nature was the houſe, or 
ſynagogue, the centurion erected for them 

Su at 


( 10) 
at his own charge, which he was not 
obliged to, I mean in point of ſtrict juſ- 
tice ; for if he was determined to lay out 
any conſiderable part of his ſubſtance in 
acts of benevolence and generoſity, he might 
have . applied it to other pious ufes, and 
ſingled out what perſons he pleas'd to have 
been the objects of them, which might 
be urged as a proof of his particular re- 
gard for them: But foraſmuch as they 
might have many things to plead in their 


behalf, to entitle them to his more eſpe- 


cial care and protection, ſuperior to any 
other part of the Jewiſh nation, which 
might render his bounty, if he was diſ- 
pos d to grant ſuch an extraordinary fa- 
vour as a ſynagogue, more peculiarly their 
right, I ſhall not infiſt on this; but ground 
my proof on a more certain and ſubſtan- 
tial argument, vis. on the great advan- 
tages reſulting from, the publick worſhip 
of God; by which it will be very clear, 
that not the centurion only, but every 
perſon, who is ſo piouſly diſpos'd, is a true 
lover of his nation, has the intereſt and 
welfare of it, the moſt important intereſt 
of it, very much at hearr. 

Tu E great advantage of publick wor- 
ſhip, by which I mean, aſſembling our- 


ſelves together in a publick manner to 


pay our homage to the ſupreme being, to 


aſcribe 


— — — 
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aſcribe to him the glory that is juſtly 
due to his infinite perfections, to pray 
to him for the continuance and increaſe 
of his favours, and to render him thanks 
for the daily ſupplies of his providence, 
and the many excellent benefits he has 
conferr'd on us: the great advantage, I 
ſay, of this ſort of worſhip is, that it 
tends to keep up à ſenſe of religion in 
the world, and make men virtuous, by 
1 their minds with more ſo- 
lemn and awful conceptions of the di- 
vine being, the great creator and gover- 
nour of the world, of his moſt glotious 
perfections; by giving them a better 
notion of the relation they ſtand in to 
him, and the obligations any are under 
to love, honour and obey him, and of 
the enforcements of virtue ; by pub- 
lickly expoſing vice and corruption; 
and laftly, by laying men under an 
additional obligation in point of hopour 
to be religious, who may juſtly be a- 
ſham'd to contradict in private, what 
they pretend fo ſolemnly to profeſs in 
publick. | | 


AND the great advantage of religion 
and virtue to any nation is, that tis 
the beſt ſecurity of it in the world; 
not only providential, but natural ſe- 
TIN B curity. 
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curity. It not only entitles it to the 
more particular care and protection of 
divine providence, but in the * reaſon 
and nature of things, it more effectu- 
ally promotes its happineſs, than any 
other thing can do, by ſtriking at the 
root and foundation of all the immo- 
rality and diſorder there is in it. It 
lays men's turbulent and boiſterous paſ- 
ſions, it inſtructs them to behave well 
in ſociety, to live ſoberly and peace- 
| ably, and to practiſe all the ſocial vir- 
tues, charity, mercy, juſtice, truth, on 
which both the preſent and future hap- 
pineſs of mankind, in all its branches, 
doth moſt truly and naturally depend. 
It puts an effectual ſtop to all the 
miſchiefs which ariſe from a different 
conduct, to all acts of cruelty, malice 
and revenge, to all injuſtice, rapine 
and oppreſſion, and to all animoſities, 
diſcords and contentions, which are the 
moſt deſtructive evils that can happen. 
For * a kingdom divided againſt itſelf 
cannot ſtand; and f where envy and 
Ariſe is, "there is confuſion and ever 
evil work. They therefore who are 4 
religiouſly diſpos'd, with the centurion 
to erect ſynagogues in a nation, for the 


* Mark ii. 24, f James iii, 16. 
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which is ſo great a friend to religion 
and virtue, when rightly carried on, 
are moſt ſincere lovers of their coun- 
try, * the greateſt benefactors to man- 
kind. | 


THAT ſome have aſſembled toge- 
ther at any time to impoſe on others 


| falſe or ſuperſtitious notions of religion, 


to faſt for ſtrife and debate, to create 


jealouſies and factions, ro ſow the ſeeds 


of diſcontent and rebellion ; that ſome, 
I fay, have ſo ſcandalouſly profan'd the 
temple of the Lord by their unhallow'd 
facrifices, and ſhamefully abus'd the 
good and pious intentions of their be- 


nefactors, doth neither deſtroy the uſe- 


fulneſs of ſynagogues, nor detract from 
the merit of the founders of them : 
Their deſign is well meant, and rightly 
judged to do good, to promote the vir- 
tue and happineſs of their fellow-crea- 
tures ; Wherefore even they, who have 
deemed publick worſhip to be a poli- 
tical thing only, and not of divine in- 
ſtitution, as friends to the common in- 
tereſt of mankind, have thought it high- 


ly prudential to encourage it. 


+ Bang Tr 


614) 


Tur world is very much corrupted, 
every one knows, notwithſtanding all the 
means that are us'd to reform it; but 
if religion, which is undoubtedly a per- 
ſonal thing, rightly conſider'd, was prac- 
tis d only in private betwixt God and a 
man's ſelf, and not encourag'd in pub- 


lick by way of motive and crample to 


others to exerciſe it in private, we 
ſhou'd ſoon lamentably perceive its de- 
generacy much increaſe, and vice, which 
is now aſham'd to hold up its head in 
many places, where the publick worſhi 

of God is regularly adminiſtred, an 

people are inſtructed in the true prin- 


ciples of religion, and the proper en- 


forcements of it, grow much bolder, 
and more impudent than it is. Con- 
ſidering therefore, I ſay, what a detri- 
ment vice, and what advantage virtue 
is to ſociety, for there can be no grea- 
ter of either ſort, and what an influ- 


ence our publick devotions have upon 


them, in promoting the one and re- 
forming the other, they who are friends 
to them, eſpecially in ſo generous a 
manner, as by erecting 3 or 
ſynagogues for this purpoſe, for the more 
decent and convenient diſcharge of them, 
muſt be ſincere lovers of their — 
0 
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of its trueſt intereſt and welfare, which 
theſe have ſo direct a tendency to pro- 
mote. For be loveth our nation, and he 
hath built us a ſynagogue. 


I'D0N'T want you to apply this, 
tho I ſuſpect you have done it already, 
to the preſent moſt excellent prince who 
fits upon the throne, who has built you 
a ſynagogue. It wou'd be ridiculous in 
me, and a reflection on his moſt ſacred 
majeſty, thus to labour his glorious 
character, or to hinge the paternal love 
he bears this nation on this ſingle act 
of his great liberality and goodneſs to- 
wards you; when you remember ſo 
remarkable an inſtance of it ®, which 
he and his royal conſort were pleas'd 
ſo lately and opportunely to ſhew you 
under your great misfortunes, at a time 
wen the beſt part of your dwellings 

was reduced to aſhes, and your fub- 

! ſtance conſum d by almoſt a general 
conflagration, and which had the happy 
effect on well-diſpos'd minds, that might 
juſtly be expected from ſo noble an ex- 
ample, by encouraging one of the lar. 
: geſt contributions towards repairing your 


* His majeſty gave 1050 l and the queen 500 1, 
the ſufferers 22 8 
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loſſes that was ever rais'd on the like 
occaſion ; and when the whole ſeries of 
his illuſtrious actions ever fince he wore 
the crown, have been one continued de- 
monſtration of his extraordinary zeal and 
ſteadineſs in this point. However, it 
ought never to be forgot, with what 
chearfulneſs he embrac'd this opportu- 
nity of expreſſing publickly his affection 
for you. He was moſt certainly the 
fountain from whence this generous be- 
nefaction ſprung, and you will readily 
agree with me, you cannot be too grate- 
ful in your acknowledgments of it; by 
diſtinguiſhing yourſelves moſt zealouſly 
in favour of his royal perſon and govern- 
ment, in oppoſition to thoſe who ma- 
liciouſly delight in raiſing a ſpirit of dif 
content and ſedition, by unjuſt clamours 
and: miſrepreſentations; and endeavour- 
ing moſt heartily, where you have the 
leaſt influence, to remove all groundleſs 
jealoufies and ap rehenſions, and propa- 
gate a ſpirit of loyalty amongſt your 
fellow-ſubjects. — There are others, ve- | 
worthy perſons, to whom you are 
highly oblig'd for ſolliciting the royal 
bounty. I cou'd name ſeveral, and one 
articularly, did it not look too much 
fike flattery to do it; however, you 
cannot be ignorant of whom 1 8 
wit 


0 
with what ſincerity he proſecuted the 
deſign, and how happily he accompliſh'a 
it. No ſooner did this worthy patriot 
appear in it, but his character and in- 
tereſt with his royal maſter vanquiſhed 
every oppoſition, and procur'd an a4, 
unexpected, unpreſidented, in your fa- 
vour. Your caſe, I confeſs, was ſome- 
what peculiar, and attended with cir- 
cumſtances that are not common, to 
move the compaſſion of a prince, who 
is both by nature and principle form'd 
with all the tender ſentiments of love 
and affection for his people: Yer, if you 
conſider the difficulties of a proper ap- 
plication, and how many excellent un- 
dertakings prove abortive for want of it, 
you muſt ever remember the ſignal ſer- 
vice he has done you with the utmoſt 


gratitude and reſpect. 
. 1 2 EVER virtue is beautiful in its kind, 


but the virtue which is ſtil'd-benevo- 
2} lence, and is the peculiar property of 
bim, who is, by way of eminence, call'd 

te good man, is the moſt excellent and 


1 | | q uſeful of all virtues: * Tho I ſpeak 

„e | with the tongue of men and angels, and 4 
nh baue wot charity, by which is meant 

uv By x Cor. xiii. 1, c. 
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this univerſal good-will and benevolence 
to mankind, I am become as ſounding- 
braſs, or a tinkling cymbal ; and tho I 
have the gift of prophecies, and under- 
ſtand all myſteries, and all knowledge ; and 
tho I have all faith, ſo that I cou'd re- 
move mountains; tho I beſtow all my goods 
to feed the f * and give my body to be 
burn d, and have not charity, I am no- 
thing. There is faith, hope and charity, 
but the greateſt of theſe 15 charity. * Scarce- 
ly for a righteous man will one dye, 
yet feradventure for à good man ſome 


would even dare to dye. The righteous | | 


man is undoubtedly a very uſeful de- 
ſerving character, (i. e.) the man who 
abſtains from all injuries to others, is 
inoffenſive in his behaviour, and renders 
to every one his juſt due. But yet 


the man who barely diſcharges his juſt 


debts, and only refrains from wrongs and 
abuſes, which it wou'd be monſtrous to 
commit, is not ſo deſerving of eſteem as 


the good and beneficent man. Such an 


one is more eminently virtuous in him- 
elf; many men are very punctual to 
their engagements, and deteſt all frau- 
dulent unrighteous dealings, ſcorn to do 


the leaſt injury to any, who, as if they 


Rom; v. 7. 


thought 
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thought themſelves oblig'd no further, 
never diſcover one act of kindneſs and 
generofity to others. But he is not only 
juſt, but good; juſt he is to the greateſt 
nicety, and moſt tender of every one's 


rights: but beſide this, he is kind and 


compaſſionate, affectionate as well as 


kind, and generous beyond what the 
rules of ſtrict friendſhip require of him. 
He has greatly the ſuperiority of every o- 
ther perſon in point of a more extenſive 
virtue, and has the faireſt title to the moſt 
honourable character, and higheſt enco- 
miums. He 1s an example of the no- 
bleſt virtue, not only a patron of the 
diſtreſs d, but every man's friend, the 
beſt of patriots, and a common father 
of his country. For ſuch a one perad- 
venture ſome wou'd even dare to dye, ra- 
ther than mankind ſhou'd be untimely 
depriv d of ſuch an ineſtimable bleſſing. 
Modeſtly ſpeaking, no one will offer him 
the leaſt affront or indecency, but down- 
right proſtitutes, or they, who having 
ſhamefully abandon'd all ſenſe of reli- 
gion and virtue, all concern for their 
own happineſs, and the happineſs of o- 
thers, are determin'd right or wrong at 
all -adventures, inhumanly, ungratefully, 
to ſacrifice the moſt valuable intereſt to 
their barbarous reſentments, incorrigible 

C obſtinacy 


(20) 
obſtinacy and pride. There is not, can- 
not be a more amiable character in life. 
If God himſelf, the moſt kind and be- 
neficent of all beings, 1s to be honour'd 
and loved, they who ſo much reſemble 
him deſerve it, tho in an inferior degree. 
And this ſome of the heathens were ſo 
ſenſible of, rhat being animated by an 
extraordinary love for their country, they 
voluntarily offer'd to ſuffer death in their 
ſtead. And if men are not quite de- 
generated into brutes, diveſted of all 
ſenſe of goodneſs, and true merit, they 


muſt entertain a very great opinion of 


them. 


Moms eſpecially are they worthy of 
double honour, who ſo ſtrenuouſly en- 
gaged in your cauſe, and were the hap- 
py inſtruments, with their great and 
royal maſter, of building a ſynagogue 
for you. This, if we conſider it in all 
its circumſtances, relations and conſe- 
quences, was the greateſt act of bene- 


volence they were capable of ſhewing 


you ; and none have a more undoubted 
right to all the praiſe you can give 
them. | 25 


YouR moft gracious ſovereign has 
a molt watchful eye over the welfare 
and 
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never more happy than when he can 
contribute to the happineſs of his peo- 
ple. And did not ſome other very 
honourable perſons maturely weigh the 
difficulties of your caſe, repreſent it in a 
proper manner with all its melancholy 
circumſtances, and procure the royal aſ- 
ſent? You are chiefly indebted to God. 
and your king; but your more imme- 
diate benefactors were they, who em- 
loy'd their pains and intereſt for your 
fake: And I doubt not, but you will 


= conſtantly bear in your minds a moſt 


grateful ſenſe of the great and diſtin- 
guiſhing favour, which he has conferr'd - 
on you, by whom kings reign, and of the 
kind protection and encouragement you 
have found from hrs majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious adminiſtration, that you will chear- 
fully render to Cæſar the things that are 
Cæſar's, and to God the things that are 
God's; honour to whom honour 1s due, and 
owe no man any thing, who has us'd 
any endeavours to ſerve you; but dif- 
charge your obligations to them by loving 
one another, by a moſt affectionate con- 
cern for their intereſt and ſervice, when- 
ever there is occaſion, | 


FINALLY, 


? 
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. FINALLY, nothing I hope Will be 
"dont thro ſirife and vain-glory, and no 
'unneceflary difficulties rais d, whereby 
the 1 undertaking, ſo happily 
begun, will be retarded, but in lowlineſi 
7 mind, each eſteeming other better than 
himſelf, you will go hand in hand, har- 
moniouſſy contributing every one accord- 
ing to his capacity, in the ſtation he is 
in, his utmoſt ' endeavours, till the whole 
1s ſucceſsfully accompliſhed. And the 
God of heaven bleſs your- labours, pre- 
-ſerve and keep you both” in body and 
ſoul, thro' Jeſus Chri our Lord, to 
whom be glory for ever. Amen. 


v — 


{A 


